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1.0 Introduction or Background

This Planning Protocol has been adopted by the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority to 
govern the function of its planning service.  Its purpose is to;

 To guide Members and Officers of the Authority in dealing with 
planning related matters

 To provide more detailed guidance on the standards to be applied 
specifically in relation to planning matters



 To apply internal rules to the way in which the Authority will deal with 
planning matters

 To inform potential users of the planning service, and members of 
the public generally, of the standards adopted by the Authority in 
the performance of its planning function.

The Protocol was last updated in May 2015

2.0 Proposals

It has become apparent that to enable the efficient and effective operation of formal PAROW 
site visits, a degree of flexibility is required in the arrangements and numbers of members 
attending.

The main changes proposed to the Planning Protocol to facilitate this are;

1) The site visit will normally take place immediately before the next available 
PAROW Committee(please see Enclosure 1 paragraph 4.4) or, if this is unsuitable, at 
a time to suit members’ availability on a date shortly before the Committee meeting.

2) The Chair will encourage all PAROW members to attend the site visit and it must be 
attended by at least the Chair and/or Deputy Chair, and both one other local 
government and one other Welsh Government appointed member and, if 
applicable, the Member who proposed the site visit. (please see Enclosure 1 
paragraph 4.3)

3) It may be necessary, at the discretion of the Heritage and Planning Manager in 
consultation with the Chief Executive or the Delivery Director and as agreed 
with the Chair or Deputy Chair of PAROW Committee, when the planning 
matter is contentious and/or is of a scale that would be likely to have a 
significant impact on the area in terms of natural beauty, cultural heritage, 
environmental assets, transport or public well being and there would be clear 
and substantial benefit of a site visit, then a site visit can be convened PRIOR 
to a PAROW Committee meeting, when an undetermined planning or other 
related application is to be discussed (please see Enclosure 1 paragraph 4.2)

There are additional more minor changes throughout the document to provide clarity.

3.0 Financial or Staffing Implications

There are no additional financial or staffing implications from these proposals



4.0  Privacy, Equality and Sustainability Implications

 There are no privacy, equality or sustainability implications form these proposals

5.0     Conclusion

Where a formal site visit is convened as part of the proper determination of a planning or 
related application it is important that they are convened and undertaken in a timely and 
efficient manner whilst ensuring proper assessment of the issues identified which necessitated 
the site visit.  It is considered that the proposed revisions to the protocol will assist in achieving 
this.

6.0 Recommendation(s) 

To approve the revised and updated Planning Protocol. 


